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Welcome to our new and improved annual magazine. 
Last year, we were delighted to be ranked number three in the world by the 
QS World Rankings by Subject 2013, placing us among the world’s best.

As you would expect from a world-leading school of education, our alumni 
are making a valuable impact. Our Master of Teaching graduates are moving 
into leadership roles in early childhood centres and schools; our professional 
development graduates continue to inspire change in their own educational 
environments; and our research graduates are spearheading new discoveries 
across all areas of education. Read more on page 8.

We are proud to host a number of nationally and internationally significant 
studies here in the Graduate School.  The ground-breaking Science of Learning 
Centre, for example, will set up two simulated classrooms to discover more 
about how we learn, and ultimately help improve how we teach young people. 
Read more on page 5.

Two large-scale projects that have made significant progress recently include 
E4Kids, a five year study into the effectiveness of early childhood education 
and care programs (see page 9), and the Assessment and Learning Partnerships 
study, which has worked with over 40,000 Victorian students to investigate 
teachers’ use of student data to improve learning outcomes  (see page 16).

These successes are testament to our wonderful staff and students; their 
passion, commitment and expertise make this Graduate School an inspiring 
place to study and work.

Best wishes, 
Field Rickards, Dean, Melbourne Graduate School of Education

Welcome from the Dean

Professor Field Rickards
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Artist, teacher or both?

“We’ve found embracing the two 
identities of artist and teacher, rather 
than separating them, has a very 
positive impact,” Ms Ruanglertbutr 
said. “Keeping up to date with 
the contemporary art world really 
feeds into what teachers do in the 
classroom, and artmaking increases 
their capacity to mentor and stimulate 
their students.”

Ms Ruanglertbutr said encouraging 
teachers to practice their art is 
important, and could be a positive 
way to inspire higher quality teaching 
across a range of disciplines; not 
just art, but also subjects like 
drama, music and English.

“Fostering an ongoing passion for 
their discipline among beginning 
teachers may improve their teaching 
and their wellbeing, encouraging 
them to stay in the profession longer,” 
she said.

“To do this, we need to prepare 
teachers before they graduate to 
consider themselves as teacher-
practitioners. Then crucially, once 
they are working in schools, offer 
strategies to support ongoing artistic 
practice, as well as professional 
development.” 

The annual TAP exhibition is one 
way of supporting ongoing artistic 
practice. It showcases work by 
around 30 newly graduated teachers, 
providing a supportive environment 
to encourage continued artmaking 
during these critical years. 

Chief researcher Dr Wes Imms 
said the exhibition not only provides 
a professional development 
opportunity, but also access 
to a professional network.

“This ongoing support for graduate 
art teachers is unique in Australia. 
We’ve been delighted with how many 
graduates have volunteered to take 
part – it really speaks to the quality 
of the next generation of educators. 
I certainly hope this work will grow 
beyond the Melbourne Graduate 
School of Education; its benefits to 
the participants and their students 
are clear.”

Photo above: Purnima Ruanglertbutr at the 
2012 TAP Exhibition.

Beginning teachers can face 
myriad challenges in the classroom 
– including adjusting to school 
life, behaviour management, and 
building on the skills developed at 
university. For art teachers, there 
is often the added challenge of 
maintaining a personal art practice.

TAP is working with graduate art 
teachers from the Master of Teaching 
to learn more about how artists adjust 
to becoming teachers, and offer some 
much-needed support. Unique to the 
University of Melbourne, the project 
has two components – a research 
strand and an annual exhibition.

The research team is exploring 
whether new art teachers make art 
and, if they do, what impact it has 
on their teaching and their likelihood 
to remain in the profession. So far, 
they have discovered that beginning 
art teachers’ sense of identity shifts 
from that of an artist who teaches to 
a teacher after about one year in the 
classroom; that beginning teachers’ 
artmaking does decline in their first 
year of teaching, and yet they remain 
positive and committed; and that 
artmaking and teaching can 
enhance one another.

Researcher and exhibition curator 
Purnima Ruanglertbutr said the team 
has discovered that fusing the roles 
of artist and teacher has a number 
of benefits.

The Teacher as Artmaker Project (TAP) 
is researching the challenges of being 
an artist and a teacher, and offering 
graduates the chance to maintain their 
practice through an annual exhibition. 

Keeping up to date with the 
contemporary art world really 
feeds into what teachers do 
in the classroom.


